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Choose FIVE out of the follm#ing. 20 points each.

I. Either discuss nature writing as a genre or explore the meanings of Thoreau’s “In
wildness is the preservation of the world.” |

2._ Wolftang Iser, Stanley E. Fish, Georges Poulet are often referred té as reader-

response critics. Discuss the merits and demerits of reader-response criticism.

3. What is post-colonialism? How do you relate Homi Bhabha’s notion of “the third
space” to it?

4. Compare and contrast Jacques Derrida’s deconstructive reading and John Searle’s

speech-act theory:.

J. For most feminist theorists, the notion of “women” doesn’t imply a category of
essence, nor “men” an unproblematic term. In what ways the idea of “men in

feminism” is suspicious and tendentious? How do socialist or materialist feminists

critique the so-called “essentialism”?

6. Either discuss Paul de Man’s “the resistance to theory”_or theorize Harold

Bloom’s “anxiety of influence.”

7. Comment on the following passage:
Existentialism

They were encountering that existential negur:ivity whose reaﬁlity 1S SO
warmly advocated by the contemporary nhilosophy of being and
nothingness. N o

But unfortunately that philosophy grasps negativity only within tl-]E'
confines of a self-sufficiency of consciousness, which, as one of its: ..
premisses, links to the constitutive nns-rem)_gniti'()@ of thfe‘ ego, LP}E
illusion of autonomy to which itentrusts itself. This H_l’g_h[t{jt fangy, tor
all that it draws, to an unusual extent, on borrowings trom Psyclm-
analytic experience, culminates in the pretension Lo provide an
existential psychoanalysis. | | |

At the climax of the historical attempt of a society to refuse (o
recognize that it has any function other than the utilitariu.n one, and in
the anguish of the individual confronung the ::Uln-:_'cn[r;nu_muli form of
the social bond which seems to arise to crown this attenpt, existential-
ism must be judged by the account it gives ot the subjective {‘“lt‘lnﬂllls
which it has indeed given rise to: the freedom n-'hi{':h never claims imore
authenticity than when it is within the walls ot prison; the L}emund for
commitment, expressing the 1mpotence of a I)tl-l*{f Fonsmousness to
master any situation; the voyeuristic-sadistic idealization of ['h? sexual
relationship; the personality which realizes itself only 1 ‘Sllltildfcf; the
awareness of the other which can be satisfied only by Hegehan mu I‘(.l{fll'.

These propositions are denied by all our expericnce: in:.;smuph as 1t
teaches us not to regard the ego as centred on the perceplion-consciousiess
system, or as organized by the ‘reality principle’ — A principle whu:h s the‘
expression of a scientistic prejudice most hostile to [htf diadectic of
knowledge. Our experience shows that we slm‘uld start lllst(*:‘:;td f rom
the function of misrecognition which characterizes the ego n ;.11&1 1S
structures, so markedly articulated by Miss Anna 'Frm{(l. Fm 1§ I%u:
Verneinung represents the patent form ol that function, 1ts {:'Hcct.s will,
for the most part, remain latent, so longas they are not iltuminated by a
light reflected in the plane of fatality, where the id is revealed.



