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Part A: Reading Comprehension Skills (50 pts total)

Hémnmy READ THE ARTICLE ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS PAGE. BELOW
FIVE QUESTIONS BASED ON THAT ARTICLE, USING GOOD ENGLISH, ANSWER
ALL FIVE QUESTIONS FULLY & COMPLETELY. ALTHOUGH THIS PART EXAMINES

YOUR COMPREHENSION ABILITY, MAKE SURE YOU WRITE INTELLIGIBLY ALONG

WITH PROPER SPELLING (FAULURE TO DO SO WILL AFFECT YQUR SCORE).

1. The author points out that critics complain about American power being unhinged
from all restraints. Explaift what is meant here. (10 pts)

2. Why is the author so critical about the United Nations? Explain. (10 pts)

3. Why does the author favor the exercise of American poWer in the world today?
Explain. (10 pts)

4. What Hollywood movie is mentioned in the article and why is it mentioned?
Explain. (10 pts)

5. The author mentions the names of numerous countries in his article. How many does
he mention? Please list the names of gll of the countries. (10 pts)

Part B: Composition and Writing Skills (50 pts total)

: THIS PART EXAMINES YOUR ABILITY TO PUT YOUR THOUGHTS &
IDEAS INTO WRITING AND TO WRITE AND DEVELOP SENTENCES AND
PARAGRAPHS IN PROPER ENGLISH. IT IS AN EVALUATION OF YOUR ABILITY TO
WRITE WITH MEANING AND PURPOSE AS WELL AS YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF

THE RULES AND STRUCTURE OF THE LANGUAGE. IN THIS PART, THE FOLLOWING

WILL DETERMINE YOUR SCORE: 1) VOCABULARY AND THE USAGE
OF WORDS; 2) SPELLING; 3) GRAMMAR AND SYNTAX; 4) LOGIC AND THE
SEQUENCING OF YOUR IDEAS; AND 5) CONTENT AND SUBSTANCE.

According to the popular author, Dinesh D’Souza, whether you like it,
or not, the truth of the matter is that American valyes are subversive
precisely because “America represents a new way of being human ...
a pew way of organizing society around the institutions of science,
democracy, and capitalism ... and thus presents a radical challenge to
the world.”

Write a lengthy, well-developed essay, with appropriate details and examples, expressing
your agreement or disagreement with D’Souza’s statement. (50 pts)
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Special to the Los Angeles Times

‘awesome military
. United States is on exhibit for the
whole world to see. Despite the

friends and allies

war. .
In some r , the very fact
that the United States can do so Is

sven" more confirmation to its

American - power
from all restraints —
it the - United Nations or world

Hussein himself.

nent role in the world,
France’s president, are quick to
.sea the supposed problems
- related to & unipolar world. What
~ they are far slower to offer is a
: ¢ ' alternative. For
example, for all the huffing and
puffing“about the need to have
. this “war . sanctioned by the
United . Nations, it goes without.
saying that neither France nor
. China is especially eagef to con-
_strain it
decisions because of UN. man-
_dates. Indeed, in the continuing
case of North Kores's violation of ,
the Nuclear Nonproliferation
Treaty, France and China have
“actively sought to push the |
matter away {rom U.N. consider-
ation. -
4. -The fact is, the United Nations
- can only-operate by majority con-
| .sensus, and this means that its
decisions will be governed by the
. interests of the indi-
- vidual” member - ‘states of the
. Security Council — not some dis-
. embodied, benign voice of the
<~ international community.”
“. Ag.the failure to back up its
+ own resolutions on Iraq and to act
decisively in the cases of Rwanda
-and. Kosovo in the ‘90s shows,
.the . United Nations cannot be
.trusted to be the sols arbiter of
these matters.
. No. The unavoidable reality is
* that" the " exercise of American
power is key to maintaining what
peace and order there is in the
world today.
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As the war In Iraq unfolds, the
power of the.

real but mostly tacit support of
around the,
world, Americs is exercising its:
power in the face of world,
opinion decidedly opposed to the;

critics around the world that,
ssemingly |

opinion — is as much a danger to'
world -order 83 perhaps Saddam

- Critics of America’s pre-emi- |
like

national security -

y

Imagine 8 world in which the
United States didn't exercise this
power. Who would handle s,
nuclear-armed North  Korea?,
Who would prevent the one-party,
state of China from acting on its
pledge to gather democratic
Taiwan into its fold? Who would
be left to hunt down Islamic ter-
rorists incressingly interested in
gotting their hands on weapons
of mass destruction? Who could
have- contained, let alone
defeated, a tyrant such as
Saddam, preventing him from
bocomlnsl the dominant power in
the Middle East? Who can pre-
vent the Balkans from slipping
back into chaos? Who is going to
confront regimes like of
iran, Syria and Libya as they
rush to get their own weapons of
mass destruction? Given how
little most U.S. allies and critics
spend on defense, certainly not
them.

As Robert notes in “Of
Paradise and Power,” his seminal
examination of the growing dis-
tance between the strategic
perspectives .of America and
Europe, the United States today is
in much the same position as
Marshal Will Kane, played by
Gary Cooper in the movie "High

_Noon.” The townspeople ars more

than happy to live in the peace :
“brought by his law enforcement
but are nervous and resentful
when the bad come back to
town looking for him, to enact
thelr revenge. The residents
shortsightedly believe that if the
marshal would just leave town,
there would be no trouble. Of
course, the reverse is trye.
Without Kane to protect them, the
town would quickly fail into an
anarchic state, paralyzed by ruth-
less gunslingers. i

The simple but fundamental
point is that it matters more what
purposes our power serves than
that we have power. President:
Bush made it clear in his address :

| to the -pation last week that

removing Saddam was necessary
not only because of the threat he
oses but also because it could
egin 8 process of reform in a
region long in need of it. Cutting
the nexus between weapons of
mass destruction and terrorists

‘requires transforming regimes

that possess thess weapons and
cooperate with or spawn terror-

ists. ‘1’

—
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Like the townsfolk in “High
Noon,” this naturally makes many
in the world anxious. Change
always brings risk and instability.
But the danger in doing nothing —
of pretending that the volatile
Middle East mix of failin
regimes, rogue states, weapons o
mass destruction and terrorism
can be contained safely if we only

jet it alone — is far greater. As

British Prime Minister Tony Blair
said on the floor of Parliameéit
during a debate over Iraq last
week, “What was shocking about
11 September was not just the

slaughter of the innocent, but the °

knowledge that had the terrorists
been able to, there would have
been not 3,000 innocent dead, but
30,000 or 300,000, and the more

the suffering, the greater the ter-
rorists’ rejoicing.”

But chnnqo also brings oppor-
tunity. Bush's decision to remove
Saddam from power and his

work to creste a viable, demo-.

cratic lraq! has already led to a
number of positive steps in the
region. In Iran, moderates,
emboldened by the possibility of
a democratic Irag, are again
pushing to reform that cleric-
dominated state. In Saudi Arabia,
the homeland of 15 of the 19 ter-
rorists who carried out the
attacks on the United States, the
royal family has for the first time
beFun serious deliberations with
reformers on how to transform
and democratize the country. In
. the Palestinian territories, Yasser
Arafat reluctantly agreed to give

up much of his day-to-day control

over the Palestinian Authority to
a new prime minister. And in
Egypt, the government has just
released its most vocal human-
rights advocate.

None of these steps amounts to.

a revolution in the region. Nor do
they mean that positive political
transformation throughout the

Islamic world will happen easily -

or without fits, starts and dead

ends. However, the early signs

suggest that the president is right
to beliéve that the instinct for lib-
_erty is not missing from Middle
Eastgenes.

Finally, 4nd lest we forget,
America is employing its power in
this war to free a people who

have suffered under one of his-

tory's most terrible tyrants. As
New York Times correspondent
John Burns reported from

2

* Baghdad on the eve of the start of

| the war,

*iragis have suffered
beyond, 1 think, the common
understanding of the United
States from the repression of the
past 30 years here. .

And many, many lragis are
telling us now, not always in the

" | whispers we have heard in the

| past but now in quite candid con-
versations, that they are waiting
for America to come and bring
them Mberty.” And, he said on
| PBS, “while they are very, very
featful of course of the bombing,
of damage to Iraq’s infrastructure
... there is also no doubt — no
doubt — that there are many,
many lraqis who see what is
about to happen here as the

. moment of liberation.”

That's a dream only American
power can inspire. .

~ end~




