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Introduction to linguistics

Please briefly define the following terms (40%)
assimilation (as a phonological term)
innateness hypothesis

eponym

free variation

lingua franca

discourse analysis

lexical gap

code-switching

Please use the sentence “Peter told Mary that the English teacher didn’t come to
the class last week” as an example to explain the truth conditions of a sentence.
(15%)

Based on your knowledge, please identify and explain some of the unique
properties of human languages, which are unlikely to be found in the
communication system of other animals. (15%)

Please use examples or whatever pieces of evidence you have to explain the
contra-lateralization of human brain. (15%)

Please use examples 1o explain lexical ambiguity and structural ambiguity
respectively. (15%)




